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WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The fifty-third annual meeting of the 
Wisconsin Library Association met in 
Milwaukee at the Plankinton House Oc- 
tober 5th to 7th, 1944. 

Even though it was a non-legislative 
year the work done by the committees 
was so important that most of the ses- 
sions were devoted to the reading and 
discussion of the committee reports and 
the business of the Association. 

At the opening luncheon Thursday 
noon, Miss Mary K. Reely gave her tra- 
ditional book talk, choosing as her sub- 
ject “The Good Books Keep Coming On.” 
John R. Tunis, author and lecturer, 
talked at the dinner Thursday evening 
on “Books and the Young People’s 
World.” Following the dinner, the Adult 
Education Committee sponsored a “Work- 
shop,” which was conducted by the Joint 
Committee on Education in Wisconsin. 
The subject for the panel discussion was 
“Meeting the Educational Needs of Re- 
turning Service Men and Women and 
Young War Workers,” and the panel was 


directed toward aiding librarians to ac- 
tive participation in local projects. Mrs. 
Edwin C. Thompson, Chairman, Joint 
Committee on Education in Wisconsin, 
presided and the other members of the 
panel were Major Fred Mott, Assistant 
Director, Veterans’ Recognition Board, 
Madison; Robert Petersen, Superinten- 
dent of Schools, Stoughton; Howard Dan- 
ford, Director of Recreation, Madison 
Public Schools; Jennie Turner, Director 
of Adult Education, Wisconsin State 
Board of Vocational Education. 

At the luncheon conference Friday 
noon, a panel discussion was presented 
on “Present and Future Problems of Pro- 
curement of Personnel; Books; Equip- 
ment and Supplies.” E. O. May, Amer- 
ican College Bureau, Chicago; Joseph 
Kreloff, Follett Book Company, Chicago; 
and Donald E. Bean, Library Bureau 
Division of Remington Rand, Chicago, 
were the members of the panel. 

The high-lights of the Annual Dinner 
on Friday evening were the presidential 
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address by Clarence S. Paine and the an- 
nouncement by Miss Helen Farr, Chair- 
man of the Ritter Bequest Fund Commit- 
tee, of the twenty Wisconsin libraries 
winning the awards for book purchases 
from the Ritter Bequest Fund. 
Following the Annual Dinner a “Town 
Meeting” on “The Place of the Various 
Local, State and Private Institution Li- 
braries in State-wide Library Service” 
was held. Dr. Herbert A. Kellar, Direc- 
tor, McCormick Historical Association, 
Chicago, was moderator of the panel 
with the following participating: Edward 
Alexander, Director, Wisconsin State 
Historical Society; Harold F. Brigham, 
Director, Indiana State Library; Ralph 
Ellsworth, Director, University of Iowa 
Libraries; Robert W. McEwen, Librar- 
ian, Carleton College; Martha B. Mer- 
rell, Librarian, Racine Public Library. 
In its business meetings, the Associa- 
tion voted to have a bill introduced at the 
next session of the legislature changing 
the membership of the Free Library 
Commission to three librarians and two 
trustees appointed by the governor from 
a list of six librarians and four trustees 
recommended by the Executive Board of 
the Wisconsin Library Association. A 
second bill will be introduced to give the 
Free Library Commission authority to 
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issue certificates to librarians and to set 
the necessary standards for public li- 
braries and public librarians. 

The next State-wide Library Service 
Committee was instructed to present a 
plan to the next session of the legisla- 
ture incorporating the ideas of the pre- 
sent committee’s report. This report pro- 
posed that the Association ask the légis- 
lature for a sum of money to be used in 
a demonstration of regional library serv- 
ice in a given area. It was thought that 
the success of the demonstration would 
be a talking point for increased appro- 
priations for regional service in other 
parts of the state. 

The Association voted to establish a 
scholarship to the Wisconsin Library 
School of $200 for the academic years 
1945-46 and 1946-47. 

The office of Executive Secretary was 
created by the Association to facilitate 
the work of the Executive Board and the 
Association. 

Paid memberships in the Association 
total 461. There are 9 honorary members. 

New officers elected at the meeting 
were: Mr. Edel E. Seebach, President; 
Miss Marie Barkman, Vice-President; 
Miss Helen Northup, Secretary; Miss 
Betty Lockerby, Treasurer. 


MINUTES OF THE BUSINESS MEETING 


The first business meeting was called 
to order by the President, Mr. Clarence 
Paine, at 2:30 in the Lotus Room of the 
Plankinton House, Milwaukee, Thursday 
afternoon, October 5, 1944. 

After Mr. Paine greeted the members, 
he brought up the fact that in the past 
the Association has not always carried 
through action on the committee reports 
and recommendations which have been 
adopted at previous meetings. Since this 
showed a lack of understanding and real 
approval, this year the committees have 
begun again, taking into consideration 
all the outstanding programs, with the 
hope that the adoption of their reports 
will prepare the Association to go ahead 
with a strong united program. 


The secretary read greetings from Mr. 
Carl Vitz, President of the American Li- 
brary Association. 

Mr. Paine appointed the following tell- 
ers for the Association’s annual mail bal- 
lot for officers: Miss Blanche Janssen, 
Miss Helen Lincoln, Miss Marjorie Per- 
ham, Chairman. 

Miss Hazel Medway, Chairman of the 
Adult Education Committee, read her re- 
port and moved its adoption. Miss Laura 
Olsen seconded the motion, which after 
discussion from the ‘floor, was carried. 
The Association thus went on record to 
publish a Newsletter of 9 or 10 issues a 
year and include in it significant activ- 
ities of the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion, the American Library Association, 
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the American Association for Adult Edu- 
cation, and the Joint Committee on Edu- 
cation in Wisconsin. 


Since Mrs. Nancy Thomas, Chairman 
of the Certification and Civil Service 
Committee, had resigned because of her 
removal from the state, Mrs. Jane K. 
Billings, chairman pro tem, read the re- 
port of that committee, and moved that 
it be adopted. Miss Hazel Laing second- 
ed the motion. After discussion Mr. Paine 
called for a division of the question. Miss 
Schrage moved that the Association act 
separately on section 2 and sections 3 
and 4 of the report. Miss Barkman sec- 
onded the motion, which was carried. 
Mrs. Billings then re-read section 2. Miss 
Barkman moved its adoption, and Miss 
Gertrude Buehler seconded the motion. 
After discussion of section 2 of the re- 
port, Miss Huhn moved that the matter 
be referred back to the committee for re- 
consideration, and Miss Schuette second- 
ed the motion. As there were only two 
members of the original committee pre- 
sent, Miss Dagne Borge moved to re- 
constitute the committee for the duration 
of the meeting by the appointment of 
three more members. Miss Schuette sec- 
onded the motion and it was carried. Mr. 
Paine then appointed Miss Hazel Laing, 
Miss Natalie Huhn and Miss Winifred 
Hawk as additional members of the com- 
mittee. The original question of referring 
the matter back to the reconstituted com- 
mittee was voted on and carried. Mr. 
Krug then moved that sections 3 and 4 
be referred back to the committee. Miss 
Dorothea Krause seconded the motion. 
Miss Merrell suggested that for the com- 
mittee’s sake there should be more dis- 
cussion of the report. Miss Barkman 
asked that members leave notes and 
suggestions for Mrs. Billings so that the 
committee would have ideas from the As- 
sociation members with which to work. 
The question of referring sections 3 and 
4 back to the committee for further con- 
sideration was then voted on and carried. 


The report of the Membership Com- 
mittee was read by Miss Gladys Cavan- 
agh who moved its adoption. Miss Merrell 
seconded the motion which was carried. 
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Mr. Paine then announced that the 
minutes of the last annual meeting would 
stand as printed in the July 1943 issue 
of the Wisconsin Library Bulletin unless 
there were corrections. There were no 
corrections. 

The report of the Publicity Committee 
was called for. Miss Austin said there 
was no formal report, but that the com- 
mittee had published three Newsletters 
during the year. Mr. Paine gave credit 
for the Association’s increased member- 
ship to three factors: the work of the 
Membership Committee, the Publicity 
Committee, and the Treasurer. 

Miss Shepard read the report of the 
Secretary and recommended its adoption. 
Miss Mitchell seconded the motion. Miss 
Huhn suggested that the term Assistant 
Secretary in the report be changed to 
Executive Secretary, and the report was 
so adopted. 

The meeting adjourned until 10 o’clock 
Friday morning, October 6. 





The second business meeting was called 
to order by the Vice-President, Mr. Edel 
Seebach, at 10 o’clock in the Lotus Room 
of the Plankinton House, Milwaukee, Fri- 
day morning, October 6. 

Miss Marie Barkman, Chairman of the 
Scholarship Committee, read the report, 
and made a motion that it be adopted. 
Miss Laura Olsen seconded the motion 
which was carried. 

Miss Barkman then read the recom- 
mendations of the same committee, and 
Mr. Seebach called for discussion of the 
various points. Miss Natalie Huhn moved 
the adoption of the committee’s recom- 
mendations. There was no second as Miss 
Barkman said the Constitution of the 
Wisconsin Library Association Scholar- 
ship Fund should be read before the final 
motion was made. She then read the con- 
stitution and moved its adoption. Miss 
Merrell seconded the motion. Discussion 
followed. Mr. Bassett said the Demco 
Company of Madison would contribute 
$25 each year for the next two years for 
the Scholarship Fund. Mr. George Allez 
moved that the affidavit which a can- 
didate for the scholarship was asked to 
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sign be deleted and that the original re- 
quirements for the awarding of the schol- 
arship stand. Mr. Bolasky seconded the 
motion. In an amendment to Mr. Allez’s 
motion, Mr. Norman Bassett 'moved that 
the matter decreasing the amount of the 
scholarship due the Association in the 
event the successful candidate left the 
profession before five years, be left to 
the discretion of the committee. The mo- 
tion, seconded by Miss Merrell, was car- 
ried. Mr. Seebach called for a vote on 
the original motion as amended and it 
was carried. 

Miss Huhn moved that the scholarship 
be limited to the Wisconsin Library 
School. The motion was seconded by Miss 
Laura Olsen and carried. 

Mr. Seebach then called for the ques- 
tion on Miss Barkman’s motion to adopt 
the constitution and it was carried. 

Miss Barkman read Mr. Paine’s out- 
line of his proposed Recruiting Board or 
Committee of the Wisconsin Library As- 
sociation, and Mr. Seebach asked for 
discussion. Miss Schrage moved that the 
recommendation about a Recruiting 
Board be referred back to the committee 
with instructions to seek support from 
the Carnegie Foundation before it is 
again discussed. Miss Huhn seconded the 
motion which was carried. 

The meeting adjourned until 2:30 Fri- 
day afternoon, October 6th. 





The third business meeting of the As- 
sociation was called to order by the Presi- 
dent, Mr. Paine, at 2:30 in the Lotus 
Room of the Plankinton House, Milwau- 
kee, Friday afternoon. October 6th. 

Mr. Paine announced that the Milwau- 
kee Public Library had made available 
to Association members mimeographed 
lists of the books mentioned by Miss 
Mary K. Reely in her talk Thursday af- 
ternoon. 

Miss Sybil Schuette, Chairman of the 
State-wide Library Service Committee, 
was called on by the President. Miss 
Schuette reported that her committee had 
made surveys of three different regions 
in Wisconsin to find out the degree of 
library service and cooperation in these 
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respective areas. Miss Huhn presented 
her survey of Winnebago County, includ- 
ing in her report statistics on the region, 
its wealth, size of cities, its libraries, and 
explained the system of library service 
there. The survey made of Taylor, Mara- 
thon, and Lincoln Counties was given by 
Miss Irene Newman. The third region, 
comprising Green, Rock, and part of Wal- 
worth County, was discussed by Miss 
Helen Northup. Questions and discussion 
followed at the end of each report. Miss 
Schuette then read the report of the com- 
mittee as a whole and moved that it be 
tabled until the business meeting Satur- 


~day morning, since the meeting Friday 


night would bring about more ideas and 
suggestions. The motion was seconded by 
Miss Huhn and carried. 

The meeting adjourned until 10 o’clock 
Saturday morning, October 7th. 





The fourth business meeting of the As- 
sociation was called to order by the Presi- 
dent at 10 o’clock in the Lotus Room of 
the Plankinton House, Milwaukee, Satur- 
day morning, October 7th. 

The President asked if there was a 
motion to bring either of the two reports 
previously tabled back to the floor. Miss 
Hazel Laing moved that the Certification 
Committee’s report be brought before the 
membership at this time. The motion was 
seconded by Miss Huhn, voted on, and 
carried. Mrs. Billings then read section 
A of the report and moved its adoption. 
Miss Barkman seconded the motion. and 
the membership voted unanimously to 
adopt it. Mrs. Billings then read the sec- 
ond part of the report and moved its 
adoption. Mr. Allez seconded the motion. 
After some discussion the vote was tak- 
en and carried. 

Miss Schuette moved that the report 
of the State-wide Library Service Com- 
mittee be re-considered. Mrs. Billings sec- 
onded the motion which was carried. Miss 
Laing moved that the report be adopted 
and the details for carrying out the pro- 
posed plan be left to next year’s commit- 
tee. Miss Schuette seconded the motion. 
Miss Merrell moved that an amendment 
to the above motion be made instructing 
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the committee to present a plan to the 
legislature at the next session incorpor- 
ating the ideas of the report. Miss Schu- 
ette seconded the motion. The amendment 
was voted on and carried. Miss Laing’s 
original motion was voted on and carried. 

Miss Shepard read the report of the 
tellers as follows: for President, Mr. 
Edel E. Seebach; Vice-President, Miss 
Marie Barkman; Secretary, Miss Helen 
Northup; Treasurer, Miss Betty Locker- 
by; A. L. A. Council Representative, Miss 
Martha Merrell. 

Miss Varney read the report of the 
Financial Policy Committee and moved 
that the report be referred to the next 
committee for further consideration in 
view of the Association’s tentative plans 
for an Executive Secretary. Miss Merrell 
seconded the motion which was carried. 

Mr. Lester, Chairman and only mem- 
ber of the Resolutions Committee, read 
his report and moved its adoption. Miss 
Barkman seconded the motion. Several 
additions were made from the floor, and 
Mr. Lester suggested that any additional 
names be made amendments to the re- 
port. The motion was voted on and car- 
ried. 

Miss Schuette moved that the members 
of the Wisconsin Library Association 
who have retired be made honorary mem- 
bers of the Association. The motion was 
seconded by Miss Huhn and carried. 

Miss Laura Olsen read the report of 
the Salaries and Personnel Committee 
and moved the report be adopted. Miss 
Cora Frantz seconded the motion. Miss 
Gertrude Buehler moved an amendment 
be made that section E, part 2, be 
changed to read “that for service less 
than one year, vacations be pro-rated at 
the discretion of the local library board.” 
The motion was seconded by Mrs. Billings 
and carried. Miss Varney moved that sec- 
tion F, paragraph 2, be changed to read 
“In case of death in the immediate fam- 
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ily, a full-time employee may be granted 
a reasonable leave of absence with pay.” 
The motion was seconded by Miss Schu- 
ette and carried. Miss Odell moved that 
the words “Financial Standard” in the 
fourth from the last paragraph be 
changed to lower case. Mr. Shaffer sec- 
onded the motion and it was carried. 
The report as a whole was then adopted. 
Miss Merrell asked that the report be 
sent to all governing bodies of libraries 
in the state. 


Miss Varney read the Treasurer’s re- 
port of October 4 and moved its adop- 
tion. The motion seconded by Miss Huhn 
was carried. Miss Varney announced the 
registration at the Convention was 275— 
242 members, 17 exhibitors, and 16 
guests. 


Mr. Paine read a letter from Miss 
Wilma Reeve, President of the Indiana 
Library Association, congratulating Miss 
Warr and the Ritter Fund Committee on 
their work. Miss Farr then read the re- 
port of the Ritter Fund Committee. 


Miss Lucille May reported for Miss 
Barkman that the Association had re- 
ceived $35 from seven exhibitors for the 
Scholarship fund. Mr. Shaffer recom- 
mended that a certain percentage of the 
profits from the exhibits be used for 
scholarships. 

Mr. Paine closed the fifty-third annual 
meeting of the Wisconsin Library Asso- 
ciation by saying although the Associa- 
tion had an excellent Publicity Commit- 
tee this year, the meeting only rated 
about twenty inches of column space in 
the Milwaukee papers. He suggested we 
should go home and by dynamic partici- 
pation of library and library staff in 
community activities, awaken public in- 
terest in the library’s potential values to 
the community. 


Respectfully submitted, 
EpItH SHEPARD, Secretary 
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REPORTS 


Adult Education Committee 


The Adult Education Committee has 
continued to act as a clearing ground for 
ideas, activities, and practices of the 
American Association for Adult Educa- 
tion, the American Library Association, 
the Joint Committee on Education in 
Wisconsin, and other educational organ- 
izations. Notices of new publications in 
the field of adult education; specially 
selected lists of timely books such as 
those recommended by the Council on 
Books in Wartime; articles such as the 
study unit of the Joint Committee on 
Education Education Toward Interna- 
tional Cooperation have been recommend- 
ed for inclusion in the Wisconsin Library 
Bulletin. 

For a better understanding of the 
work of the Joint Committee on Educa- 
tion in Wisconsin and the part librarians 
can take in local workshop programs, the 
Adult Education Committee suggested 
that a demonstration educational work- 
shop be scheduled as a part of the as- 
sociation program at the annual Wiscon- 
sin Library Association meeting in Oc- 
tober. The newly elected chairman of the 
Joint Committee, Mrs. Edwin C. Thomp- 
son, was requested to assume the respon- 
sibility of planning the workshop, and 
members of the Joint Committee were 
invited to attend. 

All of the meetings of the Joint Com- 
mittee on Education have been attended 
by a member of the Adult Education 
Committee. 

The Adult Education Committee makes 
the following recommendations: 


1. That the Wisconsin Library Asso- 
ciation assume the responsibility of pub- 
lishing a monthly bulletin or news sheet 
to be sent to the membership of the As- 
sociation for the purpose of keeping each 
member informed of the significant ac- 
tivities of the Wisconsin Library Asso- 
ciation, the American Library Associa- 
tion, the American Association for Adult 
Education, and the Joint Committee on 
Education in Wisconsin. 

2. That the librarians of the state 
make a survey of their respective com- 
raunities to discover whether their for- 
ward looking citizens would be interested 
in organizing a local Joint Committee on 
Education in order to “discuss and study 
matters of education, to encourage vari- 
ous groups to study educational prob- 
lems, and to create intelligent public 
opinion.” 

8. That the Wisconsin Library Asso- 
ciation continue its membership in the 
Joint Committee on Education in Wis- 
consin. 

4. That the Wisconsin Library Asso- 
ciation propose reciprocal membership to 
the Wisconsin Association for Vocational 
and Adult Education. 

5. That the Wisconsin Library Asso- 
ciation offer its support to other state 
organizations working for a better world, 
such as the Wisconsin Council on World 
Affairs. 

Respectfully submitted, 
DAGNY BOoRGE 

ALMERE L, SCOTT 

Hazeu I. Mepway, Chairman 


Certification and Civil Service Committee 


1. Civil service seems to be taken care 
of, for the present, by the last sentence 
in Section 66.19 of the Wisconsin Sta- 
tutes. 

2. The Free Library Commission 
skould consist of five members appointed 
by the governor. There should be three 
librarians and two trustees who should 
hold office for five years. The selections 
should be made from a list of six librar- 


ians and four trustees recommended by 
the Executive Board of the Wisconsin Li- 
brary Association. No ex officio members. 

3. The Free Library Commission shall 
be authorized to issue certificates to li- 
brarians and to set the necessary stan- 
dards. 

4, The Free Library Commission shall 
not adopt any standard lower than the 
following: 
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a. For Life Certificate: Four years of 
college or university approved by an ac- 
crediting association of more than state- 
wide standing plus one year of training 
ir. a library school accredited by the 
A. L, A. and not less than four years of 
successful experience in a library of re- 
cognized standing. This certificate con- 
tinues in force for the life of the holder 
with the recommendation that recogni- 
tion be given for advanced study and 
outstanding professional work. 

b. For Grade A: Four years of college 
or university approved by an accrediting 
association of more than _ state-wide 
standing plus a summer school course 
approved by the A. L. A. and two years 
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of successful experience in a library of 
recognized standing. 

c. For Grade B: Two years of college or 
university plus a summer school course 
and one year of successful library ex- 
perience. 

All applicants who have the necessary 
education and training, but lack experi- 
ence may have temporary licenses until 
the necessary experience is gained. 

Certificates already granted shall re- 
main in force. 

Marion E. LANGDELL 

ANNA M. TARR 

GRACE A. LOFGREN, ex-officio 

JANE K. BILLINGS, Chairman, 
pro-tem 


Certification and Civil Service Committee 
Supplemental Report 


The committee has considered the ques- 
tions re-referred to them and recommends 
that they be considered here as two sep- 
arate questions, and if adopted, that they 
be presented in two separate bills. 
QUESTION A. (To amend section 43.09 
(1) sentence 1). 

The Free Library Commission shall 
consist of five members appointed by the 
governor. There shall be three librarians 
and two trustees, who shall hold office for 
five years. The selections shall be made 
from a list of six librarians and four 
trustees recommended by the Executive 
Board of the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion. There shall be no ex-officio members. 
Of the members first appointed, one shall 
serve for one year, one for two years, 
one for three years, one for four years 
and one for five years, to be determined 
by lot, and thereafter each member ap- 
pointed shall serve for a term of five 
years, and until his successor is appoint- 
ed and qualifies. After the first year, the 
selection shall be made from a list of 
two persons nominated by the Executive 
Board of the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion. When a member of the commission 
ceases to be an active librarian, or a 
member of a board of trustees, his posi- 
tion shall be vacant. 

QUESTION B. 

1. To amend section 438.165 (1). The 

Free Library Commission shall be auth- 


orized to issue certificates to librarians 
and to set the necessary standards for 
public libraries and public librarians. 

2. To amend section 43.165 (4) (a) 
(b). The Free Library Commission shall 
not adopt any standard lower than the 
following: 


Grade 1. Requiring a degree from a 
college or university approved by an ac- 
crediting association of more than state- 
wide standing, including or in addition 
to one year of training in a library school 
accredited by the A. L. A., and not less 
than four years of successful experience 
in a library of recognized standing. 

Grade 2. Requiring a degree from a 
college or university approved by an ac- 
crediting association of more than state- 
wide standing and a six week’s public 
library course, or a degree including the 
equivalent of such a course, and not less 
than two years of successful experience 
in a library of recognized standing. 

Retain grades three and four and other 
parts of the present law not in conflict 
herewith. 

Certificates already granted shall re- 
main in force. 

WINIFRED HAWK 

HaAzeEL LAING 

NATALIE HUHN 

MARION LANGDELL 

JANE K. BILuincs, Chairman 
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Financial Policy Committee 


The name given our committee, Finan- 
cial Policy Committee, is rather a formid- 
able one. 


What we would stress, in this brief 
report, is the importance of continuing 
the simple, necessary forms now in use 
by and for the treasurer. 

We would suggest the importance of 
not shifting the account of the Wiscon- 
sin Library Association every time the 
treasurer changes. By constant changes 
supplies are wasted. 

We suggest that the books of the Wis- 
consin’ Library Association be audited 
each year by an experienced individual. 
In 1943, Wilbur Lorenz, now Ensign Wil- 
bur Lorenz of the USNR, audited the 
books. This year they were audited by 
Otto Onasch. Both these young men are 
associated with the First Wisconsin Na- 
tional Bank. 

If the Association has some surplus 
funds thought should be given to sub- 
scribing to the Sixth War Loan which 
comes early in November 1944. 


Most cordially, 

IRENE E. VARNEY (objection at- 
tached) 

J. JEROME SORENSEN 

MARGARET REYNOLDS, Chairman 


Fort Atkinson, Wis. 
August 24, 1944 
Mr. Sorenson and Miss Reynolds 

I do not agree with you that there 
would be any saving by keeping the ac- 
count in one place. It would be much more 
expensive, and inconvenient, to have the 
account in Milwaukee when the treasurer 
lives in another city. 

Of course, if you always elect a treas- 
urer from Milwaukee, then that would 
solve your problem. 

As to there being supplies wasted by 
changing—I see no reason why there 
should be any waste, except the unused 
checks—and that is no expense to the 
Association. 

Otherwise I agree whole-heartedly with 
the report, but I cannot sign it, agreeing 
with the statement about not changing 
the account. 

I am signing the report, with the stip- 
ulation that this objection be attached 
to it. 

IRENE E. VARNEY 


Membership Committee 


The Membership Committee submits 
the following report of its activities and 
its recommendations for next year: 
ACTIVITIES. 

1. The Membership Committee cooper- 
ated with the Publicity Committee 
through the W. L. A. News-letter in mak- 
ing a plea for membership in the State 
Association. 

2. The Committee sent letters to all 
school and college librarians not members 
in the Association, announcing the date 
of the Milwaukee meeting and urging 
them to attend. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1. The Membership Committee believes 
that the work done by its group can be 
carried on more easily and efficiently 
through the Treasurer and the Publicity 
Committee. Therefore, it recommends 
that henceforth the work of the Member- 
ship Committee be under the direction of 
the Association Treasurer. 

Sr. Mary ANTONITA 

ETHEL M. BRANN 

MALVINA C. CLAUSEN 

MIRIAM PETERSON 

GLaDys CAVANAGH, Chairman 


Committee on Resolutions 


Resolved: By the Wisconsin Library 
Association assembled at its Fifty-third 
Annual Convention at Milwaukee, Oc- 
tober 5-7, 1944. 

1. That we appreciate the effective 
planning of work by our officers, and the 
careful analysis of our problems by our 


committees, which have given us a meet- 
ing of richly productive effort which has 
justified the travel necessary for this 
gathering in these days. 

2. That, recognizing the limitations on 
available services under present condi- 
tions, we extend our grateful thanks for 
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their contributions to the convenient con- 

duct of our work, to 

The management and staff of the Plank- 
inton House. 

The Business Bureau of the Milwaukee 

Association of Commerce. 

Our hosts, the Milwaukee Public Library, 

Mr. Krug and his staff. 

We note with special appreciation 
that despite the heavy demands of the 
times, Miss Brady and Mr. Seebach 
have done so much for us in planning 
and as the gracious representatives of 
our host during the days of our meet- 
ing. 

8. That we extend our special thanks 
to Mr. Wilbur Lorenz and Mr. Otto On- 
asch of the First National Bank for their 
valued assistance in auditing the finan- 
cial accounts of this Association. 


4. That we recognize with regret that 
the time has come for retirement from 
more active participation in library work 
in this state of a number of our faithful 
workers, but we may extend our sincere 
good wishes, and our expression of con- 
fidence in their continuing interest in 
Wisconsin library affairs, to 
Mrs. Josephine Anderson, librarian at 

Barron for 23 years. 

Mrs. J. S. Andrews, for 23 years librar- 
ian at Greenwood. 

Charles E. Brown, director of the State 
Historical Museum since 1908. 

Lucy M. Curtiss, with the Library Com- 
mission and the Library School since 
1897. 

Mrs. Mary Cushman, librarian at Reeds- 
burg since 1907. 

Mary S. Foster, chief of the reference 
division of the State Historical Library, 
who had been with the society since 
1907. 

Ella D. Kneeland, librarian at Galesville 
for 27 years. 

Nellie N. McAlpin, librarian at Beloit 
since 1912. 

Delia G. Ovitz, librarian at Milwaukee 
State Teachers College for 44 years. 

Mrs. Orie E. Ramsey, member of the 
board at Reedsburg for 45 years. 

Esther Weed, after 36 years on the staff 
of the Oshkosh Public Library. 
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Iva A. Welsh, after 47 years on the staff 
of the State Historical Society. 


5. That we find with ever-present sor- 
row that we must record the passing 
from this life of another group of our 
former colleagues. We record their 
achievements with pride. We join with 
their surviving relatives and friends in 
mourning their taking from us. With 
sorrow yet with unfailing remembrance 
of their work with us we record here 
the deaths of 


Mrs. R. W. Baldwin, for many years 
president of the Viroqua Library 
Board. 

W. L. Evans, president of the Kellogg 
Library Board at Green Bay. 

Mrs. Cornell Grinde, librarian at Blair 
since 1919. 

Mrs. Clara Lieberg, librarian at White- 
hall since 1934. 

Anna Naber, president of the Library 
Association at Mayville when the li- 
brary was founded in 1904, and a mem- 
ber of the board until 1943. 

Gertrude O’Shea, librarian at Necedah. 

Mrs. R. P. Perry, member of the board 
at Reedsburg since 1898. 

Mrs. C. C. Snoyenbos, president of the 
Library Board at Mondovi. 

Lutie E. Stearns, one of the founders of 
this Association and one of ‘the first 
members of the Library Commission. 

Mrs. Mabel Thayer, president of the 
Powers Memorial Library Board at 
Palmyra, and a trustee since 1928. 


6. That this Association has received 
with deep appreciation of his purpose 
the bequest from the late Clement V. Rit- 
ter. His gift has been a substantial help 
to the libraries by which it has been 
shared, and a stimulus to the book funds 
of many other small libraries. 


7. That outside of our own immediate 
ranks we note with regret the untimely 
death of Douglas C. MacMurtrie, for we 
have shared his contribution to librarian- 
ship and to scholarship in his expert di- 
rection of the Imprints Inventory of the 
Historical Records Survey so much of 
which has found fruitful source material 
in our State Historical Library and in 
other special collections in this state. 
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8. That we enroll these resolutions in 
the permanent records of this Annual 
Convention, and direct the Secretary to 
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send an appropriate statement of this 
action to the persons concerned. 
C. B. Lester, Chairman 


Ritter Fund Committee 
See November Bulletin pages 135-137 


Salaries and Personnel Committee 


The present Committee on Salaries 
and Personnel was instructed at the last 
meeting of the Association in Madison 
on May 1. 1943 to place the 1943 report 
of this same committee in the hands of 
every member of the Association for 
‘study and comment. The present commit- 
tee mailed copies of the 1943 report to 
the 419 Association members. Twenty 
per cent were returned. These were care- 
fully analyzed and helped guide the com- 
mittee in its recommendations. 

This Committee submits for approval 
the following Service Rules as Suggested 
Standards for Wisconsin public libraries 
serving less than 8000 population: 


A. LIBRARY Hours. 


1. Minimum hours of opening for li- 
braries in communities 
a. Under 500 population— 6 hours 


b. 500-1000 és 2 
c. 1000-2000 id i 
d. 2000-4000 ii 24 ” 
e. 4000-5000 ne 32” 
f. 5000-6000 s 36” 
g. 6000-8000 a 42 ” 


B. STAFF Hours. 

1. The hours of work for any library 
staff member should not exceed 40 hours 
per week. 

C. EVENING Work. 

1. Because the librarian is expected to 
assume an active part in community af- 
fairs in establishing the library as an 
integral part of the educational and re- 
creational life of the community, the li- 
brarian should be required to work no 
more than three (3) evenings in any 
week, except in emergencies. 

D. Houipays. 

1. As a rule, libraries are closed on 
Sundays, the major holidays, and such 
additional days as may be officially desig- 
nated by local governmental authorities. 


E. VACATIONS. 

1. A full time librarian receives an 
annual vacation with pay. 

2. The full time head librarian and 
full time assistants receive not less than 
24 working days of vacation after one 
year of service. 

38. After one year of service the head 
librarian and full time assistants should 
receive proportionate vacation at the rate 
of two days for each month of any con- 
secutive uncompleted year employed. 

F.. LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 

1. Sick leave—12 days of sick leave 
with pay should be allowed each year. 
This allowance is to be used only for 
iliness and includes short as well as ex- 
tended illnesses. Sick leave not taken 
may be accumulated up to 60 days min- 
imum. 

2. In case of death in the immediate 
family, a full time employee may be 
granted a leave of absence with pay of 
not less than 5 days. “Immediate family” 
includes parent, sister, brother, husband, 
wife, child, friend, or other relative liv- 
ing in the same household. 

8. Leaves of absence with or without 
pay for other purposes may be granted 
at the discretion of the governing body. 
G. PROFESSIONAL AND EDUCATIONAL AD- 

VANCEMENT. 

1. Membership and committee work in 
professional, educational and social serv- 
ice organizations is stimulating and edu- 
cational, is of benefit to the Library, and 
should be encouraged. A _ reasonable 
amount of library time should be allowed 
for work on such committees, provided 
the regular work of the library does not 
suffer, since not only the individual but 
also the library is benefited. 

2. Whenever the work of the library 
permits, time with pay is allowed em- 
ployees to attend professional district, 
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state, and national conferences. The li- 
brary budget should include an allow- 
ance for attendance at library meetings. 


H. APPOINTMENT. 


1. Notice of appointment shall be made 
in writing by the governing unit. The 
notice states specifically the position to 
which the person is appointed, the terms 
of salary, employment, hours of service, 
vacation allowance, and provision for re- 
tirement, if any. 

2. Acceptance of appointment shall be 
made in writing and addressed to the 
official from whom the notice of appoint- 
ment came. Such acceptance on the part 
of the employee carries with it a moral 
obligation to abide by the terms specified 
in the letter. 

3. The first year of service constitutes 
a probationary period. In cases of doubt 
at the end of the first year, the employee 
is given to understand that the second 
year’s appointment is also probationary. 


I. TERMINATION OF EMPLOYMENT. 


1. If, for adequate cause, the govern- 
ing body terminates the services of an 
employee, minimum notice of one month, 
or payment of one month’s salary in lieu 
of the notice shall be given the employee. 
An employee in an administrative posi- 
tion should have, if possible, a longer 
notice. 

2. Resignations shall be submitted in 
writing to the governing body. A month’s 
notice is the minimum required. An em- 
ployee in an administrative position 
should give, if possible, a longer notice. 
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In order to carry out these Service 
Rules Standards the Committee recom- 
mends the adoption of the American Li- 
brary Association Financial Standard of 
$1.50 per capita appropriation by the 
local governing body. 

The Committee recommends that this 
report, when approved, be placed in the 
hands of the governing bodies of each 
public library in the state in communi- 
ties under 8000 population. 

Since approximately 90 per cent of 
Wisconsin public libraries are in commu- 
nities of less than 5000 population, the 
Committee strongly recommends an As- 
sociation study of Regional Library Serv- 
ice for Wisconsin. 

This Committee was unable to carry 
out instructions of the Executive Board 
of the Association to make a comparative 
study of the A. L. A. retirement plan 
and the new municipal retirement plan 
approved by the 1943 Wisconsin legisla- 
ture. The Committee therefore recom- 
mends that the next Salaries and Person- 
nel Committee of the Association make 
this study. The Committee also recom- 
mends that local libraries not now en- 
rolled under this municipal plan, investi- 
gate its possibilities in their own com- 
munities. 

Respectfully submitted, 
LaurA M. OLSEN 
ALMA M. RUNGE 
(Mrs.) NELLIE Woop KoHLI 
Cora M. FRANTz 
FLORENCE M. HENSEY 
(Mrs.) Grace A. LOFGREN, Chairman 


Scholarship Committee 


REPORT. 

As a beginning step in recruiting for 
the depleted ranks of the library profes- 
sion the Scholarship Committee recom- 
mended offering a $250 scholarship for 
the academic year 1944-45. The Execu- 
tive Board authorized the Committee to 
conduct a vote by mail. The ballot was 
sent to all members of the Association 
in May. 

The result of this mail vote: 

254 in favor of the Association granting 
a scholarship for the academic year 


1944-45; 3 not in favor. 

156 favored awarding the scholarship for 
the Library School of the University 
of Wisconsin; 98 preferred allow- 
ing the candidate a choice of schools. 

12 unsigned ballots not counted. 

In accordance with this vote the schol- 
arship was announced. Funds for pay- 
ment were voted by the Executive Board 
as follows: $225 from the Publications 
account and $25 from the General ac- 
count. The award, designed to provide 
the recipient with enrollment fees, text- 
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books and supplies, to be paid in two 
equal installments, one each semester. 

The scholarship was awarded to Clar- 
ence Clifford Gorchels of Oshkosh, Wis- 
consin. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The Scholarship Committee now re- 
commends that the Association take ac- 
tion on establishing a $250 scholarship 
for the academic years 1945-46 and 1946- 
47. The Committee feels that the Asso- 
ciation can finance these two scholarships 
from present treasury holdings and es- 
timated receipts for the next two years. 

If the Association votes to award schol- 
arships during the next two academic 
years, the Committee presents the en- 
clcsed constitution for a vote. 

It is further recommended that con- 
sideration be given to financing future 
scholarships. In order to perpetuate and 
increase the available funds for a schol- 
arship each year, the following proposals 
are offered: 

1. A tax of 25c on membership dues. 

2. Solicitations for personal and corpor- 
ate gifts. 

2. Establishment of life memberships in 
the Association. 


RECRUITING BOARD. 


There has been some discussion of a 
recruiting board and Mr. Paine submits 
an outline of his proposed recruiting 
board or committee of the Wisconsin Li- 
library Association. 

“TI propose that the Association estab- 
lish a board of 3 members for terms of 
3 years each and representing respective- 
ly public libraries, college and university 
libraries and special libraries, by which 
I mean particularly the libraries of in- 
dustrial, business and financial corpora- 
tions. This board should comprise some 
ot our most personable and effective mem- 
bers. It should visit annually the cam- 
puses of each of our institutions of high- 
er learning, where by appointments made 
through the dean and (or) the librarian 
the board would meet with members of 
the senior class who could be interested 
in librarianship as a career. Interviews 
with individual students by the various 
members of the committee might be pre- 
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ceded by a meeting with the entire senior 
class or perhaps junior and senior class- 
es, at which time each member of the 
board could speak for 10 or 15 minutes 
on his or her particular field of librar- 
ianship and inviting students for inter- 
views during the remainder of the day. 
Perhaps the Association could interest 
Carnegie Foundation or some other foun- 
dation in financing such a recruiting for 
an experimental period of say 3 years.” 


Respectfully submitted, 


EpItH M. KNILANS 
LUCILE May 
Marie W. BARKMAN, Chairman 


Constitution of the Wisconsin Library 
Association Scholarship Fund—1944-45 


ARTICLE I. Name. The fund shall be called 
the Wisconsin Library Association Scholarship 
Fund. 

ARTICLE II. Object. To do its part toward 
developing capable personnel for the library pro- 
fession, the Wisconsin Library Association offers 
for the school year 1944-45 a $250 scholarship. 

ARTICLE III, Awarding of Scholarship. 

(1) The scholarship is to be awarded by a 
scholarship committee consisting of: 

(A) The President of the Wisconsin Library 
Association. 

(B) The Director of the University of Wiscon- 
sin Library School. 

(C) The three members of the Scholarship Com- 
mittee of the Wisconsin Library Association. 

(2) The criteria for selecting the applicant 
for the scholarship shall be: 

(A) Need of the applicant for financial help. 
(B) Scholastic standing of the applicant who 
must be in the upper 25% of his or her college 
class in the senior year. 

(C) The personality of the applicant. 

(D) Applicant must be a resident of Wisconsin. 


(E) Applicant’s intentions of remaining in the 
library profession. 


(3) The rules regulating the payment of the 

scholarship shall be: 
(A) Upon enrollment of the student in library 
school the Wisconsin Library Association will 
pay $250 toward fees, textbooks and supplies. 
$125 of the scholarship will be payable the first 
semester; $125 the second semester. 

(B) If the applicant, upon receiving his or 
her degree in library science, does not remain 
in active library service for a period of five 
years, there must be an agreement to repay 
without interest the amount received from the 
Association within three years from date of ap- 
plicant’s retirement from library work. 





a 


= 
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Secretary’s Report 


In order to facilitate the work of the 
Executive Board of the Wisconsin Li- 
brary Association by having the more re- 
cent correspondence and records of the 
Association always at hand, the Secre- 
tary recommends that the Association ap- 
point an Assistant Secretary. The duties 
of the Assistant Secretary would be to 
maintain the file of correspondence and 
records and to report the minutes of 
Board meetings and the annual business 
meeting. 


As the majority of the meetings are 
held either in Madison or Milwaukee, it 
is suggested that the Assistant Secretary 
should be from either one or the other 
city, and should be someone who would 
and could take the office over a reason- 
able number of years, thus assuring con- 
tinuity and familiarity with the files. The 
office could carry a reasonable honorari- 
um plus travel expenses. 

Respectfully submitted, 
EpITH SHEPARD, Secretary 


State-wide Library Service Report 


The State-wide Library Service Com- 
mittee has surveyed three regions in Wis- 
consin with a view to discovering what 
library services exist in these three typ- 
ical regions and whether the libraries 
would be willing to make their books and 
services available to the people of the 
surrounding region. 

The first region, Winnebago County, 
is a county with established county li- 
brary service in connection with a large 
public library, namely, Oshkosh. In addi- 
tion there are public libraries, a teacher’s 
college library, special libraries, and 
school libraries. 

The second district comprises the coun- 
ties of Green, Rock, and a portion of 
Walworth County. It has public libraries, 
two college libraries, a teacher’s college 
library, and school libraries, but no ad- 
ministrative set up for county library 
service. 

The third region, in the center of the 
state, is composed of Taylor, Marathon, 
and Lincoln Counties with two public 
libraries of some size, Wausau in Mara- 
thon County and Merrill in Lincoln Coun- 
ty. Wausau gives service to the county 
through a main station and ten or eleven 
smaller stations throughout the county. 
In March of this year the County Board 
of Supervisors of Lincoln County voted 
$1500 to the public library in Merrill and 
$500 to the Tomahawk Public Library 
for county library service. In addition 
there are four smaller libraries and 
school libraries and two county rural nor- 
mal schools. 


According to a study made by the 
Joint Committee on Education in Wiscon- 
sin, there are 800,000 people in Wiscon- 
sin who do not have access to library 
service. 

The Committee has studied the plans 
for regional library service proposed by 
Professor Carleton Joeckel of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago as outlined in the “Li- 
brary Quarterly” for July 1942, and the 
post-war plans for regional library serv- 
ice of the Illinois State Library, given in 
the June, 1944 issue of “Illinois Librar- 
ies.” Both are very good and much more 
extensive than the plan we offer to this 
Association. We agree with Dr. Joeckel 
that the cooperative organization of li- 
brary service is the important thing, be 
the service from public, private, or school 
libraries. Before state aid funds are 
poured into a community, we must be 
sure that the facilities already existing 
in that community or region are being 
used to the fullest extent. State aid for 
the establishing or furthering of rural 
library service would then be called upon 
to augment or supplement the services 
and books provided by the already estab- 
lished agencies. Cooperation between li- 
braries of all types in a region should 
also do away with the duplication of 
expensive books. In asking the libraries 
in the regions surveyed whether they 
were willing to give their books and serv- 
ices we laid the ground work for such 
cooperation. 

In the Illinois plan the regional organ- 
ization and impetus is centralized in the 








14 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


Illinois State Library. The idea of or- 
ganizing regional service, the plans, and 
the carrying out of such plans come from 
the state agency. This might be more ef- 
ficient, but we feel that it is more demo- 
cratic and more important psychological- 
ly that the demand for library service 
come from the regions themselves and 
that they carry out the organization. No 
regional service is given to a region 
which does not itself ask for it, plan for 
it, or administer it in our plan. 

Our plan is more modest than that of 
former State-wide Library Service Com- 
mittees, but we believe it is concrete and 
should appeal to the legislators. Its suc- 
cess should pave the way for an enlarged 
appropriation and program for regional 
library service in Wisconsin. 


Our proposal is this: that the State 
Legislature be asked for a sum of money 
to be used in a demonstration of regional 
library service in a given area. We do 
not say that it should be in Taylor, Lin- 
ccln or Marathon Counties, or in Rock, 
Green and Walworth, although we have 
chosen them as regions which typify cer- 
tain conditions in Wisconsin. The demand 
for the demonstration should come from 
some region which is interested in ex- 
tending service to unserved areas around 
it Instead of the elaborate program of 
staff and books which is proposed by Dr. 
Joeckel and the Illinois State Library, 
we suggest a regional librarian who will 
use the books and services now existing 
in the region to their fullest extent. She 
would be, in effect, a coordinating librar- 
ian, with headquarters somewhere in the 
region. This position is an important key- 
note in the plan, but in order to give full- 
er and more adequate service, a book- 
mobile will also be necessary. State aid 
money would be spent for salaries. books, 
in addition to those in the cooperating 
libraries, supplies and other maintenance, 
and for a bookmobile. 

The administration would be in the 
hands of a group, or board, composed of 
the librarians and some of the library 
board members in the region, and per- 
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haps a few lay people interested in the 
welfare of the community. This should 
be a community venture with the impetus 
coming directly from the cities and vil- 
lages in the region. 

In a demonstration project of this kind 
we could ask the State Legislature for a 
much smaller sum to begin with, such 
as $25,000 perhaps, and the success of 
the demonstration would be a talking 
point for increased appropriations for 
regional service in other parts of the 
state. 

Dr. Joeckel suggests that thirty cents 
per capita be alloted to each library par- 
ticipating in a regional library, twenty 
cents per capita to be paid by the coun- 
ties and ten cents per capita to be paid 
from state funds. Our thought is that if 
the counties had the money and were al- 
ready sold on the idea of appropriating 
money for rural library service it would 
not be necessary to ask for state aid 
money. 

No arbitrary details of the plan are 
outlined in this proposal, such as the 
exact amount of money to be asked, what 
body shall decide what the demonstration 
region should be in the event of more 
than one request—and we hope there will 
be quite a few—who shall administer the 
state aid money, whether the money 
should be sent direct to the regional board 
by the State Treasurer, or whether it 
should go through the hands of the Wis- 
consin Library Commission or a commit- 
tee of the Wisconsin Library Association. 
If this Association agrees that the idea 
of a demonstration region is a good one, 
the details could be left to next year’s 
State-wide Library Service Committee, 
or they can be decided now by the As- 
seciation. 


Respectfully submitted, 


IRENE NEWMAN 

NATALIE HUHN 

HELEN NoRTHUP 

JOSEPHINE HARGRAVE 

Mrs. MELLIE ANDERSON 

Mrs. Mary F. WEGG 

Sysit C. SCHUETTE, Chairman 
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Treasurer’s Report 
October 4, 1944 








I have two suggestions to make. 


One is about the payment of dues. In 
many cases a library check is sent. It 
would help the Treasurer if a note is 
included telling whether this is an insti- 
tutional membership or a personal, and 
if a personal one, the name of the mem- 
ber. 


The other has to do with a contradic- 
tion in the Constitution and By-Laws. 
In the Constitution it says: “Any person 
or institution interested in promoting the 
object of the Association may become a 
member upon payment of the annual 
dues.” By-Law 4 says: “Any person or 
institution interested in the object of the 
Association may become a member on 
payment to the Treasurer of an initia- 
tion fee of twenty-five cents, and one 
dollar which covers the dues for the cur- 
rent year.” As far as we know, this ini- 
tiation fee has never been charged. Either 
it should be collected, or the By-Law 
should be changed. 


Respectfully submitted, 


IRENE E. VARNEY, Treasurer 


Treasurer’s Final Report 


November 1, 1944 














Receipts: 
From 1943 Treasurer___-$ 796.07 
Membership dues___----~~ 453.00 
oN | a a a 86.62 
Convention exhibitors._._._ 408.00 
From Publications Acc’t 
for Scholarship fund... 200.00 
Total receipts .......... $1943.6y $1943.69 
Expenditures : 
Executive Board_------- $ 154.75 
RONEN oi ee 118.91 
Te 17.11 
| a 40.85 
Association dues___-__-_ 35.00 
Certification Board__---~~ 11.40 
Statewide Library Service 34.95 
COBMVEREION .26.25-ccnc5 34.61 
*Other committees______~- 178.40 
Total expenses____-~---- $ 625.98 $ 625.98 
Balance —- en -- 1317.71 
Scholarship fund_---------- $ 200.00 
Meguie® TONG. o.2ccdscscnns $1117.71 
*Other committees 
WUUNOTEY since eee $ 89.92 
Scholarship ~-------- 24.57 
PROGIRME  onccdinnncn 5.18 
Salaries and personnel 16.21 
Ritter Fund......... 15.96 
Civil Service___.----- 14.93 
Membership --------~ 11.63 
$178.40 
Receipts: 
General Fund from 1943 Treasurer_$ 796.07 
Membership dues___-.------~------ 535.00 
Royalty payments ---------------- 86.62 
Convention 
Registration ---------- $ 9.00 
Meal reservations____--~ 8.00 
(a 483.00 
$500.00 $ 500.00 
Scholarship fund 
Transfer from Publica- 
tions Accounts_---_-- $200.00 
Collected at Convention. 40.00 
$240.00 240.00 
i $2157.69 
Expenditures : 
Executive Board_.---------------- $ 154.75 
President 118.91 
Secretary - eemenes 20.11 
Treasurer ~~ ---- 40.85 
Association Dues 35.00 
Certification Board --..----------- 11.40 








Statewide Library Service Committee 34.95 
Convention expenses 345.01 
Other committees 194.42 
Scholarship (first half year payment) 125.00 
Total expenditures__....___.......- $1080.40 


Scholarship fund: 
Transferred from Publica- 


tions Account.___....-- $200.00 
Paid to Clarence C. Gor- 

CUO . ovate Sacesece 125.00 

WOMENS ciceccnsecmacion $ 75.00 
Transferred from General 

ROCCO en iccdiosaccmcmmine 50.00 


Balance for 1944-1945 


scholarship ~.--------- $125.00 
Collected at Convention for 
§1G4G-1G66 occas $ 40.00 


Profit from convention... 154.99 

On hand for 1945-46 
scholarship 

Total in scholarship fund_$319.99 
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Receipts ~--------~ $2157.69 Complete balance__.$1077.29 
Expenditures ----- 1080.40 Scholarship fund... 319.99 
a $1077.29 General fund_---- $ 757.30 

NEW BOOKS 


A Selected List Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


Psychology 


Grayson, Alice Barr, pseud. Do you know 
your daughter? 1944, 306p. Appleton, 
$2.50. 136.7 


A book based on the letters received by the 
department which the author conducts in the 
magazine Calling all girls. The response to this 
department (about 500 letters are received each 
month) has revealed the need girls feel for 
some one to confide in outside the family circle 
and has brought to light the rather universal 
nature of their problems. Typical appeals have 
been selected, classified as to content, and are 
discussed here with sympathy and good sense. 
To be widely recommended to mothers, parent- 
teacher groups, and all others interested in 
young people. Author, whose real name is Jean 
Schick Grossman, has been a prominent worker 
in the field of parent education. 


Smart, Mollie and Smart, Russell. It’s a 
wise parent. 1944. 205p. Scribner, $2. 
173 


Although the authors are child guidance ex- 
perts, they write in a chatty, informal manner 
which may appeal to some parents who are not 
attracted to the more serious manuals, Chapters 
take up such subjects as Eating can be fun; 
Helping around the house; Manners at home 
and abroad; Setting the stage for school. 


Woodworth, Robert S. and Sheehan, 
Mary R. Practical psychology. 1944. 
445p. illus. Holt, $2.50. 150 


A book intended for study, with a summary at 
the end of each chapter, followed by suggested 
Exercises. Treats of such subjects as How we 
learn, Remembering and forgetting, How to 
study efficiently, How to read, Arguments good 
and bad, Managing emotions and Fitting your- 
self into your environment. War-time format. 


Social Problems 


Flynn, John T. Meet your Congress. 
1944. 157p. Doubleday, $2. 328.73 
“T have been an observer of Congress for 


many years,” says the author, “I have had my 
turns at approval and disapproval of its work. 


. But the more I have seen of it, of our 
government and of the governments of other 
peoples, the more I have been impressed that 
Congress, with all its frailties, is the fortress of 
our freedom.” But although he deplores the 
contemptuous attitude toward Congress now all 
too common, his book is descriptive not argu- 
mentative. He provides, in fact, a brief factual 
account of how Congress is organized, how it 
does its work, what it costs, making the book 
a good buy for any library. 


Forrester, Gertrude. Methods of voca- 
tional guidance. 1944. 460p. illus. 
Heath, $3. 371.42 


Miss Forrester, director of vocational guid- 
ance and head of the business department of 
the West Bend public schools, has prepared 
this book for the use of teachers in high schools 
where no regular guidance counselor is em- 
ployed. In the treatment of the subject, a bird’s- 
eye view of the business world is first provided. 
Methods of directing the pupil in making a 
choice are next presented, followed by a section 
on Grooming pupils for jobs, and one on Co- 
ordinating vocational guidance and _ business 
education. A wealth of material in the way of 
suggested assignments, radio skits, other types 
of programs, displays and exhibits, personal 
reading lists, etc., make it a book of practical 
value for any worker in this field and a good 
reference work on the subject for a public li- 
brary. 


Peattie, Roderick. Look to the frontiers. 
1944. 246p. illus. Harper, $2. 320.128 


With its subtitle A geography for the peace 
table, this book is devoted to geographical fac- 
tors which must be taken into account, with 
special reference to boundary making. Devoted 
chiefly to Europe, but there is some general con- 
sideration of Asia also. The author’s proposal 
of “Zonal” boundaries is new and at first 
thought may seem impractical. 


See Booklist 41:102 D, 1 ’44. 


Syrkin, Marie. Your school, your chil- 
dren. 1944. 224p. L. B. Fischer, $2.50. 
870.1 

The author is a New York high school teach- 


er distressed that the ideals of the Gettysburg 
address have no carry-over into real life and 
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shocked at the extent to which fascist ideas and 
anti-Semitic and other race prejudices prevail 
among her pupils. This situation is discussed in 
part one of her book. Part two examines the 
school system itself and considers some of the 
recent trends in education, with chapters on 
The Collapse of standards and Progressive edu- 
cation and the Classicist reaction. Part three 
then attempts a synthesis, with some proposals 
of what can be done about it. 


Warburg, James P. Foreign policy be- 
gins at home. 1944. 308p. Harcourt, 
$2.50. 327.73 


The author’s thesis is “that the things we 
must do for the sake of world peace are pre- 
cisely the things we must do in our own self 
interest.” The first part of the book treats of 
domestic affairs; the second reviews our for- 
eign relations; the conclusion deals with the 
present situation and post war prospects. 


See Booklist 41:85 N. 15 ’°44. 


Weller, George A. Bases overseas. 1944. 
434p. Harcourt, $3.50. 327.73 


“With the premise that the U. S. is now a 
world power, whether she wills it or not, and 
as such must guarantee her own security, the 
author presents a provocative case for a world- 
wide system of American bases, as the only 
means of achieving this security.’—Booklist. 


See Booklist 41:85 N. 15 °44. 
Science and Useful Arts 


Carrighar, Sally. One day on Beetle 
Rock. 1944. 196p. Knopf, $1.75. 591.5 


This series of stories of the animal life on 
Beetle Rock in the High Sierras reveals a new 
nature writer of high rank. The action takes 
place during one twenty-four hour period in 
mid-June. Each story is devoted to one particu- 
lar animal—the weasel, the grouse, the black 
bear, the mule deer and five others, but, al- 
though the stories are distinct, there is a unity 
to a whole and the impression left with the 
reader is of an inter-related world in which 
the wild creatures are bound together through 
their fears, antagonisms and mutual needs, An 
attractive book in every way, in its writing, il- 
lustrations and typography, with a special ap- 
peal for nature lovers, 


See Booklist 41:103 D. 1 ’44. 
Cohn. David L. Combusion on wheels. 


1944, 266p. illus. Houghton, $2.75. 
629.2 


An informal history of the automobile age, 
calling up the ghosts of forgotten cars—Duryea, 
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Apperson, Oakland, Peerless, Reo, Kisselkar, 
Stutz; appraising the revolutionary effects on 
American life, and ending with January 30, 
1942, “a day of melancholy and historical sig- 
nificance,”’ when the last Chevrolet was run off 
the assembly line. A book men will enjoy es- 
pecially. 


Duffus, R. L. and Krutch, Charles. The 
valley and its people; a portrait of 
TVA, 1944. 166p. illus. Knopf, $2.75. 

627.1 


A pictorial and descriptive account of TVA, 
its history and present achievements. The 
photographic illustrations are outstanding even 
in this day of good photography and the text 
is especially readable. Will be useful in work 
with schools and of interest to general readers 
as well. 


Keating, Lawrence A. Men in aprons. 
1944, 186p. Mill, $2. 641 


The author, who taught himself to cook and 
liked it, shares his discoveries with other men, 
The style is chatty but the directions are ex- 
plicit, and while intended for men, may have 
some new tricks to teach the women. Author, 
from internal evidence, seems to be a Milwau- 
keean, 


Fine Arts 


Coe, Roland. The little scouts in action. 
1944. 104p. illus. McBride, $1.50. 741 


These little scouts cartoons from the Satur- 
day Evening Post are genuinely humorous and 
may be enjoyed equally by Boy Scouts and their 
elders, 


Drepperd, Carl W. The primer of Amer- 
ican antiques. 1944. 271p. illus. Dou- 
bleday, $3. 749 


With its marginal illustrations on every page, 
this book should be an invaluable aid in identi- 
fication. There are 72 chapters each covering 
as many articles of interest to collectors. With 
over 20 chapters devoted to furniture, there is 
still room for silver, glass, china, rugs, prints, 
ironwork, clocks, weather vanes, buttons, paper 
dolls, and numerous other items. For the small 
library wanting one book, would seem to be the 
choice. 


Frank, Stanley, ed. Sports extra. 1944. 
282p. Barnes, $2.75. 796 


Subtitled Classics of sports reporting, this 
is a chronological arrangement of sports events 
as described by sports writers. These date from 
a piece by William Hazlitt which appeared in 
the London Examiner in 1819 to representative 
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writings of the present day. One selection that 
Wisconsin readers will note with special inter- 
est is O’Dea of Wisconsin, which appeared in 
the San Francisco Chronicle in September, 1934, 


See Booklist 41:103 D. 1 ’44. 


Radir, Ruth A. Modern dance. 1944. 
3837p. illus. Barnes, $2.50. 793.3 


Intended for teachers in high school and col- 
lege, this book is devoted to creative group 
work in the dance as a phase of education. For 
school and college libraries where there is a 
need, or larger public libraries. 


See Booklist 41:86 N. 15 °44. 


Skolsky, Syd. Evenings with music. 1944. 
8382p. Dutton, $3. 780 


Lessons in music appreciation arranged as a 
course to be followed through in the order 
given. For the student who takes the subject 
seriously and is willing to work at it, would be 
very helpful. Less good for casual reference. 


Literature 


Adams, J. Donald. The shape of books 
to come. 1944, 202p. Viking, $2.50. 
810.9 


The author believes that the stark realism 
which characterized American writing during 
the period of the 20's and 30’s has sbout spent 
itself and that there is now an upswing toward 
@ more positive and hopeful attitude. He re- 
views the work of the writers of the period 
just past, notably Dreiser, Anderson, Faulkner, 
Dos Passos and Hemingway, and comments 
briefly on some of the more recent writers. 
Somewhat similar to De Voto’s The literary 
fallacy in point of view, but more temperate 
and fair minded. 


Davenport, Russell W. My country. 1944. 
62p. Simon & S., $1.50. 811 or 821 


America lives in her simple homes: 

The weathered door, the old wisteria vine, 
The dusty barnyard where the rooster roams, 
The common trees like elm and oak and pine. 


She lives like destiny in Mom who cooks 

On gleaming stoves her special fricassee, 

And jams and cakes and endless apple pies. 
A long poem celebrating both the homely vir- 

tues of America and its mechanical achieve- 

ments as well as its ideals. Distinguished in 

typography and format. 


Kimbrough, Emily. How dear to my 
heart. 1944, 267p. Dodd, $2.50. 
818.5 or 828.5 


Emily Kimbrough’s reminiscences take us 
back to the early days of the automobile in 
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Muncie, Indiana. The car was a Haynes, made 
in Kokomo, a good Indiana product. The car 
belonged to Grandfather, who although he had 
three grown sons was still the head of the 
house, and is the real hero of this book. There 
are other memories, too, from the author’s early 
childhood, mostly of family occasions, and the 
book will make pleasant reading for all who 
remember the period. 


See Booklist 41:107 D. 1 ’44. 


Zaturenska, Marya. The golden mirror. 
1944, 73p. Macmillan. $1.75. 
811 or 821 


Marya Zaturenska is not a poet for the or- 
dinary reader, but for the few who can appre- 
ciate her exquisite phrasing and delicate imag- 
ery there is a certain magic in her work. 


History and Travel 


Crow, Carl. China takes her place. 1944. 
282p. Harper, $2.75. 951 


The opening chapter, a year-by-year chronol- 
ogy of events in China since 1911, will be help- 
ful to readers with little background knowledge. 
From this point on, the author, out of his own 
experience, writes of the early days of the 
revolutionary movement, of the legacy of Sun 
Yat Sen, the Kuomintang, the cooperatives, the 
communists, and China of the future. 


See Booklist 41:105 D. 1 '44. 


Durant, Will. Caesar and Christ. 1944. 
751p. illus. Simon & §., $5. 901 


This is the third volume in a history of 
civilization on which the author has been for 
some time engaged. Its predecessors were Our 
Oriental heritage (1935) and The life of Greece 
(1939). The present volume covers the history 
of Roman civilization from earliest times to the 
year 325 A. D. To many readers the most sig- 
nificant part of the book will be in its last 150 
pages in which the rise of Christianity is de- 
scribed and interpreted. Normal format, identi- 
eal with Vol. 2. 


See Booklist 41:87 N. 15 ’44. 


Jackson, Elizabeth. The faith and fire 
within us. 1944, 180p. Univ. of Minne- 
sota Press, $2. 917.3 


For an expression of the beliefs and attitudes 
which we look on as typically American, the 
author, who is a teacher of English literature 
at the University of Minnesota, draws on her 
wide acquaintance with English and Amer- 
ican writers, more particularly the poets. But 
the book is more than a collection of quotations. 
She makes her own contribution in a fresh point 
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of view on such aspects as liberty, goodness, 
courage, and peace. She has read the news- 
papers as well as the poets and knows the worst 
that can be said of us; but still has faith in 
the best. 


See Booklist 41:76 N. 1 ’44. 


Lanks, Herbert C. Highway to Alaska. 
1944, 200p. illus. Appleton, $5. 917.98 


As a book about the highway itself and its 
construction this has less to offer than Coe’s 
Road to Alaska, It branches out, however, to 
describe scenery, towns and people and gives a 
good idea of the country and what may be 
expected of it after the war. An unusually at- 
tractive book in typography and pictures, but 
at the price is for medium and larger libraries, 


MacNeil, Neil. An American peace. 1944. 
276p. Scribner, $2.75. 940.531 


The author, an assistant managing editor of 
the New York Times, discusses economic and 
political aspects of the coming peace settlement. 
He believes that the basic problems to be solved 
are economic and that “most of our political 
problems demand an economic solution.” Bas- 
ically, however, his argument is that what the 
world needs is a peace based on American 
principles. In the light of this, it may surprise 
some to find him advocating a peace plan 
which would “by-pass the Senate, with its con- 
stitutional requirement for a two-thirds major- 
ity.” 


See Booklist 41:105 D. 1 ’44. 


Nichols, Beverley. Verdict on India. 
1944. 304p. Harcourt, $2.50. 915.4 


The author’s impressions of the Indian prob- 
lem after one year in the country. At the end 
he asks three questions (referring to British 
rule) Should we quit? Can we quit? Will we 
quit? On moral grounds, the answer to the 
first is “Yes; To the second: “Of course we 
ean. But only a wildly irresponsible person 
would suggest that we quit overnight.” The 
answer to the third is less definite, but the 
sense of it seems to be yes—ultimately. Like 
most books on the subject should be taken as 
one man’s viewpoint. 


Ross, Nancy Wilson. Westward the wo- 
men, 1944. 199p. Knopf, $2.75. 978 


From old letters and diaries the author has 
pieced together the story of the first women 
who crossed the plains and the mountains to 
set up a new civilization in the Pacific North- 
west. Some of them are well known, like Nar- 
cissa Whitman. Others are the unknown and 
unsung but not the less worth knowing. Covers 
the period from 1836, when the Whitmans and 
Spaldings, two young recently-married couples, 
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set out on their hazardous adventure, to 1900, 
when the pioneering instinct had turned to 
social reform. Makes good reading all through 
and should be of special interest to women, both 
for personal reading and for review and dis- 
cussion in clubs. 


See Booklist 41:105 D. 1 ’44. 
Biography 


Bergmann, Leola Nelson. Music master 
of the middle west. 1944. 230p. illus. 
Univ. of Minnesota Press, $2.50. 

921 or 780.8 


This biography of F. Melius Christiansen, di- 
rector of the famous Lutheran choir of St. 
Olaf college, Northfield, Minn., should be widely 
popular in many Wisconsin libraries. Its begin- 
ning follows the usual pattern of the ambitious 
immigrant boy who comes to America to make 
something of himself. This one comes with his 
violin to make a place for himself in music. 
There is much about the early musical life of 
Minneapolis and the founding of its orchestra, 
in which Christiansen played. But the real meat 
of the book comes with his acceptance of the 
position at St. Olaf and the methods by which 
he built up its choir. A list ot his published 
compositions, the programs of the choir on 
tour, and other matters are given in the ap- 
pendix. 


Dunlap, Orrin E., jr. Radio’s 100 men 
of science. 1944. 294p. illus. Harper, 
$3.50. 920 or 621.38 


Brief biographical sketches of the men who 
have contributed to the development of radio, 
going back to the forerunners. 


See Booklist 41:107 D. 1 ’44, 


Howard, Guy. Walkin’ preacher of the 
Ozarks. 1944, 273p. Harper, $2.50. 
921 


Here is a book unexpectedly full of human 
interest. It is the author’s story of his own life 
as school teacher and preacher in the Ozark 
mountain region of Arkansas and Missouri. 
The descriptive term used as a title was applied 
to him first by a magazine feature writer and 
is literally true. He has walked thousands of 
miles in ministering to his widely scattered 
parishioners. At present he has a fixed location 
and, with his wife, is looking forward to set- 
ting up a school “where boys and girls of the 
Ozarks can be trained in leadership and service 
for the benefit of themselves and their own 
Ozark communities.” Worth calling to the at- 
tention of readers. 


Jehnson, Burges. As much as I dare. 
1944. 346p. Washburn, $3.50. 921 
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Informal recollections of the author’s New 
England boyhood, his life in the publishing 
world in New York and as college professor, 
and of vacations spent in the southwest. The 
second period, with its reminiscences of Lincoln 
Steffens, O. Henry, Richard Harding Davis, Wil- 
liam Dean Howells, and other literary figures, 
is the longest section of the book and will be 
of most interest to the literary minded readers 
for whom the book will have most appeal. Al- 
though there is a special charm, too, in the 
western chapters for those who know the coun- 
try. 


Krutch, Joseph Wood. Samuel Johnson. 
1944, 599p. illus. Holt, $3.75. 921 


Aside from the edition of Boswell’s Life, the 
Standard Catalog for Public Libraries lists only 
the volume by Leslie Stephen issued in the 
English men of letters series. Mr. Krutch would 
seem to have supplied a need then in this new 
and complete biography from the point of view 
of modern scholarship. Not too scholarly for 
enjoyment by any intelligent reader and should 
give pleasure to any one who has so much as 
dipped into Boswell. The indexes are especially 
to be commended. 


Fiction 


Best, Herbert. Young ’un. 1944, 271p. 
Macmillan, $2.50. 


Young ‘un was Viney, the youngest of the 
three Post children, left by their father, who 
lights out for the north when a fire takes both 
the cabin and the life of the children’s mother. 
For Zeph Post was of the hunter and trapper 
breed, never meant to be a farmer. The story 
of how the three young people, Eldest, Dan’l 
and Young ’un, who is about 13 at the time, 
take hold and turn their clearing into a real 
farm is told with considerable charm. In its 
frontier setting as well as in the manner of 
telling is quite a little like Conrad Richter’s 
Trees, and will be enjoyed by the same readers. 


Brittain, Vera. Account rendered. 1944. 
339p. Macmillan, $3. 


Psychological study of a case of shell shock 
from the last war carried over into this one. 
Francis Halket, a promising young musician, 
about to make his first public appearance, finds 
that his mind has gone blank. Suddenly, with- 
out warning, facing the vast audience in the 
darkened auditorium, he finds himself reliving 
the sensations and horrors of an experience in 
the war, with the music completely gone from 
him. his public career ruined, he leads a quiet 
and not unhappy life until, under the tensions 
of approaching war in 1939, the trouble returns, 
with tragic consequences. This author is not at 
her best in fiction, but her theme here has an 
interest of its own. 


See Booklist 41:108 D. 1 '44. 
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Coatsworth, Elizabeth. Country neigh- 
borhood. 1944.181p. Macmillan, $2.50. 


Short sketches, hardly long enough to call 
stories, of people and events in the author's 
home neighborhood in Maine. Some are told 
second hand. Others have come down from the 
distant past. Delightful for pick-up reading, 
with many choice snatches for reading aloud. 
Ideal for a hospital collection. Some may pre- 
fer to class im 917.41. 


Graves, Robert. Wife to Mr. Milton. 
1944. 3880p. Creative Age, $2.75. 


Somewhere around the year 1643, John Mil- 
ton married a 17-year old girl named Mary 
Powell. After one month under her husband’s 
roof, she returned to her father’s manor and 
remained away for three years. The whole epi- 
sode has been something of a puzzle to Milton's 
biographers, and as one of them states: “Mary’s 
side of the story is unfortunately lacking.” In 
fictional form her side is now presented in this 
novel. Far from the flighty and ignorant crea- 
ture she has been assumed to be, she emerges 
here as an intelligent and spirited young wo- 
man, a match in wit for her priggish husband. 
For John Milton doesn’t show up so well. A 
frank and robust novel true to the life of its 
times but long and overloaded with historical 
information. 


Hartley, J. M. The way. 1944. 187p. 
Crowell, $2.50. 


A story well worthy to catch some of the 
interest which has kept The Robe a best seller 
for so many months. Its central character is 
Severus, a young Roman centurian sent into 
Syria by the Emperor Augustus to spy out sub- 
versive activities. In particular he is to watch 
3althasar, an Egyptian priest of Isis, who has 
received permission to enter the same country 
where he says he is to meet two friends and 
seek to find an unknown boy at whose birth 
they had been present twelve years before. This 
boy, Yesus, enters the story, although not prom- 
inently, and in the end he is taken to Egypt 
where, according to one tradition, he was edu- 
cated and trained for his ministry. 


See Booklist 41:58 O. 15 ’44, 


Idell, Albert E. Bridge to Brooklyn. 
1944. 385p. Holt, $2.75. 


Readers who enjoyed Centennial summer 
(BULLETIN, O. ’43) may go on with the adven- 
tures of the irrepressible Rogers family in this 
second book. After the bankruptcy of the Phila- 
delphia & Reading, Father Rogers gives up rail- 
roading to take a job with the company that 
is building the bridge across the East River 
and moves his family to Brooklyn. All the 
familiar characters appear, with a few new 
ones. Social customs, current songs, national 
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politics, and the Bridge itself form the back- 
ground. Not quite so good as the first book, but 
can be enjoyed as a continuation rather than 
a sequel. 


Kenny, Virginia Arville. Convent board- 
ing school. 1944, 209p. Sheed & Ward, 
$2.- 


Life in a convent boarding school as described 
by one of the girls. The author, grown up 
enough now to be in her last years of college, 
took out the compositions she had written in 
the 6th grade, re-read them and made them 
into this book. How much she may have done 
in the way of rewriting isn’t told, but the book 
does convey convincingly the point of view of 
pre-adolescent girlhood. Will invite comparisons 
with recent fictional accounts. One that comes 
to mind first is This is Kate by Margaret Hard. 
Going farther back, there were the May Iverson 
stories of Elizabeth Jordan, 


Larrimore, Lida. Bugles in her heart. 
1944, 248p. Lippincott, $2. 


A family-in-wartime story told by one of the 
dependable writers of light fiction. The situa- 
tion, with married daughter and children come 
home to stay, a son’s wife added to the family, 
undependable help in the kitchen, responsibility 
falling on the shoulders of the second daughter, 
is well handled. The characters are life-like 
and, as a whole, the story has more “body” 
than the average run of its type. 


Selby, John. Elegant journey. 1944. 
3871p. Farrar, $2.75. 
In the year 1839 Sereno Trace, convinced 


that slavery is a dying institution, frees his 
slaves and leaves his Maryland plantation to 
found a new home in the west. With him goes 
his proud wife Nancy, who bitterly resents the 
whole venture, and his young son Arch. A long 
section of the novel is taken up with the jour- 
ney; up the Hudson, by barge on the Erie 
Canal, and on the lakes to Green Bay (Black 
Bay here). The remainder covers the founding 
of a new town (probably Appleton), the estab- 
lishment of a paper mill, and to Nancy’s pro- 
gressive deterioration. Ends with Arch’s mar- 
riage and so ties up with the two novels pub- 
lished earlier, Island in the corn, and Starbuck, 
in which this family chronicle is continued. 


See Booklist 41:109 D. 1 44, 


Taber, Gladys. The heart has April too. 
1944, 246p. Macrae, $2. 


This popular author comes back to her Wis- 
consin setting in telling this story of college 
years, Although it seems hardly likely that 
Julie and Einar would have found everything 
unchanged after three years of separation, Julie 
leading the carefree life of a well-to-do girl in 
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college, Einar working in the paper mill, the 
situation is made sufficiently convincing for the 
purposes of light fiction. Has a suggesfion of 
Seventeenth summer, in setting as well as 
theme. 


Thompson, Sydney. Dr. Parrish, resident. 
1944, 250p. Macrae, $2. 


A beautiful young woman, brought into the 
hospital unconscious after shipwreck in the 
north Atlantic, first engages Dr. Parrish’s pro- 
fessional then his personal interest. After the 
opening chapters, follows rather conventional 
lines, but makes an acceptable light romance. 


Mystery and Western 


Halleran, E. E. Prairie guns. 1944. 256p. 
Macrae, $2. 


A good story of the old west when Kansas 
was still cattle country and Indians were a 
menace. The author’s first book was No range 
is free, published early in the year. 


Hastings, D. G. Death at the depot. 1944. 
241p. Harper, $2. 


With its rural Vermont setting, some readers 
may find this a story with more local color and 
less mystery than they like. 


Howie, Edith. Cry murder. 1944, 272p. 
Mill, $2. 


With a New York-city and little-theatre back- 
ground, this stands up well in plausibility, in- 
terest and realistic characters, 


Rowe, Anne. Too much poison. 1944. 
222p. Mill, $2. 


One reader reports that this may be better 
liked by women readers than by men. 
Wentworth, Patricia. The key. 1944. 


221p. Lippincott, $2. 


Miss Silver has her followers; two of them 
have now pronounced this new story a good 
one. 


Children’s Books 


Brink, Carol Ryrie. Magical melons; 
more stories about Caddie Woodlawn. 
1944. 1938p. Macmillan, $2. 


The same pleasant atmosphere of family life 
pervades these new adventures of Caddie Wood- 
lawn and her brothers. Although told as sepa- 
rate stories, and of somewhat uneven quality, 
they read with enough continuity to give the 
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impression of one narrative. Caddie, who is 
about ten in the first of them, grows up slight- 
ly as they progress, and girls of 8-12 will find 
the book of most interest. 


Field, Rachel. Prayer for a child. unp. 
illus. Macmillan, $1.50. 248 


A prayer which Rachel Field wrote for her 
adopted child, Hannah, has been illustrated here 
by Elizabeth Orton Jones, making a perfect gift 
book for any child and a beautiful addition to 
the library’s Parents’ Shelf. 


Gates, Doris. Trouble for Jerry. 1944. 
179p. illus. Viking, $2. 


Ranch story introducing two characters from 
an earlier book by the author, Sarah’s idea. 
Sarah and her sister Linda come to spend the 
summer on the ranch, much to the disgust of 
Jerry, who doesn’t like dudes, and girl dudes 
at that! There are humorous episodes, but too 
often the point of view strikes one as adult 
rather than juvenile. Girls will like it perhaps, 
but not boys. Jerry is put too often in the 
wrong. Illustrations by Marjorie Torry are 
charming. 


See Booklist 41:110 D. 1 ’44. 


De Angeli, Marguerite. Turkey for 
Christmas. 1944, unp. illus. Westmin- 
ster Press, bds., 75c. 


Because sister Martha is sick in the hospital 
and expenses have been high, the family has 
decided that there will be turkey for Christmas 
but no presents. The little story tells how with 
home-made cheer they find the real spirit of 
Christmas. Pleasing make-up. 


Fenner, Phyllis R., comp. Princesses and 
peasant boys. 1944. 188p. illus. Knopf, 
$2. 398 


Eighteen folk and fairy tales drawn from 
such sources as Andersen, Grimm, Andrew 
Lang, Howard Pyle, and Seumas MacManus, all! 
variations on the romantic theme of the poor 
boy who wins the princess. 


Lawson, Robert. Rabbit hill. 1944. 128p. 
Viking, $2. 


Whimsically-told story of the great rejoicing 
among the wild creatures when the news goes 
round that new people are coming to live in 
the big house. For people in the big house will 
mean a garden and a garden means food. Their 
hopes are rewarded. The new people are “plant- 
ing folks” and the garden is big enough to 
provide for all. The pictures are almost the best 
part of it. 


See Booklist 41:62 O. 15 °44. 
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Lowrey, Janette Sebring. The lavendar 
cat. 1944, 180p. illus. Harper. $2. 


High imaginative quality and good writing 
make this a distinguished book for children. 
As a story of a homeless boy who finds a home, 
it has strong emotional appeal, while, in its 
setting, a charcoal burner’s hut in the moun- 
tains of the southwest, as well as in the char- 
cater of old Shawn and his tales of leprechauns 
and little people, it has the atmosphere of folk 
literature. For better readers in 5th and 6th 
grades or for reading aloud in family groups 
of mixed ages. 


Norling, Jo and Ernest. Pogo’s train 
ride. 1944. 40p. illus. Holt, $1.25. 


John visits the railroad yards, sees what goes 
on in the roundhouse, watches the cars being 
coupled and finally, with his dog, Pogo, has a 
ride in the caboose. On the return trip he rides 
up in the cab with the engineer. And Pogo— 
but where was Pogo? Nowhere in sight or on 
the train! The finding of Pogo introduces an- 
other piece of railway machinery and adds a 
bit of suspense to fhe story. Will be as well 
liked by small boys as the author’s other books. 


Rounds, Glen. Whitey looks for a job. 
1944. unp. illus. Grosset, bds., 50c. 


A new story of Whitey and Uncle Torwal. 
Whitey this time, hearing that cat skinners are 
wanted in the lumber camp, applies for the 
job. “Cat skinning’ turns out to be something 
quite different from what he expected. He is 
made the butt of a practical joke, but because 
he takes it “good-natured like,” the lumberjacks 
show him a good time the rest of the afternoon 
to even up. Told in the author’s vernacular style 
and young boys will enjoy it. 


Smith, Elva S. and Hazeltine, Alice L., 
eds. The Christmas book of legends 
and stories. new ed. 1944. 429p. Loth- 
rop, $2.50. 398 
An old favorite appears in new dress, with 

new subject matter added. The material has 
been completely reset with clear and pleasing 
type; margins are somewhat narrow, but other- 
wise the format is normal, A book all libraries 
will want. 


Thorne-Thomsen, Gudrun. The sky bed. 
1944, 25p. illus. Scribner, bds., $1. 
Norwegian customs and legends are woven 


into this story of a Christmas eve. Illustrated 
in color. 


Thurber, James. The great Quillow. 
1944, 54p. illus. Harcourt, $2. 


He was called the Great Quillow in derision, 
for he was only the village toy maker and so 
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regarded by the truly important people, the 
baker, the butcher, the tailor and others, as a 
person of little consequence. But when the giant 
Hunder appears on the scene, threatening to 
wipe out the village, it is the ingenious toy 
maker who gets the better of him. The suspense 
is well built up and, although a modern made- 
to-order tale, has a suggestion of folk flavor. 


See Booklist 41:95 N. 15 ’44. 


Tousey, Sanford. Fred and Brown Beav- 
er ride the river. 1944. unp. illus. 
Doubleday, $1.50. 


Story going back to fur-trading days to tell 
of an exciting trip down the Mississippi with 
a boat load of furs. End-paper map shows the 
route followed and there is a race with a rival 
bateau to give suspense. One of the better re- 
cent Tousey books. 


Trent, Robbie. Susan. 1944. 152p. illus. 
Viking, $2. 


Intermediate-age girls who enjoy somewhat 
old-fashioned stories will like this story of 
Susan who lived in Kentucky a generation or 
so ago. Made up of simple home and school 
and community events, one of them a box social 
to raise money to buy books and start a library. 


Woolley, Catherine. I like trains. 1944. 
unp. Harper, bds., $1. 


Smali-size picture book showing different 
kinds of trains, trainmen at work, incidents 
of train travel. For younger children not yet 
ready for more definitely technical books, 


Young People’s Shelf 


Benet, Laura. Washington Irving, ex- 
plorer of American legend. 1944. 
2938p. illus. Dodd, $2.50. 921 


A biography of Washington Irving with em- 
phasis on his childhood and formative years 
when, through reading and travel, he was lay- 
ing the foundation for his future writing. Ko- 
mantic in tone and may interest girls rather 
than boys. 


Bible. The Book of books, ed. by Wilbur 
Owen Sypherd. 1944. 448p. Knopf, $3. 
220 


“The King James version of the English 
Bible, abridged and arranged with editorial 
comments for younger readers.” (Subtitle). 
Beautiful in design and typography, well bound 
in blue cloth, a distinguished addition to the 
young people’s shelf. 
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Ewen, David. Tales from the Vienna 
woods; the story of Johann Strauss. 
1944, 216p. Holt, $2.50. 921 or 780.8 


The background of old Vienna, with its waltz 
craze (not so different in some ways from the 
dance-madness of our own time) makes this a 
biography of special interest to young people. 
The enmity between father and son, and young 
Johann’s rise to fame in spite of his father’s 
opposition adds a dramatic note. Written by a 
well-known music critic, is a distinguished addi- 
tion to the list of musical biographies. 


Kuo, Helena. Giants of China. 1944. 
254p. illus. Dutton, $3. 920 


Eleven stories of Chinese leaders, from some 
of the early wise men down to the present day. 
Attractively made up and interesting to read. 
An addition to the available material on China 
for young people. 


See Booklist 41:44 O. 1 ’44, 


Lippincott, Joseph Wharton. Wilderness 
champion. 1944. 195p. illus. Lippin- 
cott, $2. 


There is a touch of Jack London in the open- 
ing scenes of this story, where a hound puppy, 
lost in the Canadian Rockies, is adopted by 
the king wolf and becomes to all appearances 
a wolf himself. The story takes a turn and gets 
into its own stride when the ranger to whom 
Reddy had first belonged captures and tames 
him. Later scenes take place on a Wyoming 
ranch and in Florida, where Reddy wins honors 
in field trials. Seems overlong, but it isn’t like- 
ly that boys who ask for dog stories will think 
so. Was a Junior Guild choice. 


Macdonald, Zillah K. Flower of the fort- 
ress. 1944, 231p. Westminster Press, 


$2. 


This story of the part played by four young 
people in the siege and capture of Louisbourg 
in the year 1745 makes a good novel for boys 
and girls of high school age. The capture of 
this supposedly impregnable fortress on Cape 
3reton island by a small band of New Eng- 
landers was a dramatic incident in the war 
between France and England known in Amer- 
ican history as King George’s war. 


Meader, Stephen, W. The long trains 
roll. 1944. 259p. Harcourt, $2. 


The railroading background is well done in 
this story; the Nazi saboteur element a little 
obvious. 


See Booklist 41:44 O. 1 °44, 


O’Hara, Mary. My friend Flicka. new ed. 
1944. 349p. Lippincott, $3. 
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An edition designed especially for young peo- 
ple, somewhat “expurgated,” with spirited illus- 
trations by Eleanor Iselin Mason, some in color. 


Poston, Martha Lee. The girl without a 
country. 1944, 226p. Nelson, $2. 


Margaret Bond has chosen to remain behind 
with her doctor father in Shanghai rather than 
to return to America and safety, but when, 
shortly after, they find themselves prisoner of 
the Japanese, the father insists that she make 
her escape. Disguised as a Chinese widow, she 
Sets out on the long cross country journey to 
Chungking, which with the transportation sys- 
tem demoralized proves to be one filled with 
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Stone, Eugenia. Free men shall stand. 
1944, 264p. illus. Nelson, $2. 


The trial of John Peter Zenger in the year 
1734 is looked on as the first American land- 
mark in the struggle for a free press. The 
author has made good use of this incident in a 
story for young people. Matt Ferris, an ap- 
prentice in Zenger’s print shop, is closely in- 
volved in the whole affair, makes a memorable 
journey to Philadelphia to find Andrew Hamil- 
ton, the famous lawyer wanted for the defense, 
and has a part in the triumphant acquittal. A 
good book to feature in this year when the 
800th anniversary of John Milton’s stand for 


hardships, perils and adventures. A Junior freedom of the press is being observed. 


Guild choice for older girls. 


A. L. A. DIVISION OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES ESTABLISHED 


The American Library Association now has a Division of Public Libraries com- 
parable to the long-established Association of College and Reference Libraries. 
The Council voted favorably, for the second time, on October 13 on the petition of 
nearly 1200 members. An organization meeting was held October 15 with Carl Vitz 
as convener and temporary chairman. 


Provision officers were elected to serve until the first annual meeting, as follows: 
President Amy Winslow, Cuyahoga County Library, Cleveland; First Vice-Presi- 
dent, Martha B. Merrell, Racine Public Library; Second Vice-President, Annie I. 
Hume, Willistead Library, Windsor, Ontario; Treasurer, Nordica Fenneman, Chi- 
cago Public Library; Executive Secretary, Julia Wright Merrill, A. L. A. Head- 
quarters. 


Provisional directors are: Milton A. Drescher, Milwaukee Public Library; Isabel 
Dubois, U. S. Navy Department; Elsie Gordon, Detroit Public Library; Mrs. Dor- 
othy T. Hagerman, Grand Rapids Public Library; Annie I. Hume, Willistead Li- 
brary, Windsor, Ontario; Magnus K. Kristoffersen, Hartford Public Library; Glenn 
M. Lewis, Minneapolis Public Library; Carl Vitz, Minneapolis Public Library. 


Interested librarians may designate this Division, in paying their 1945 A. L. A. 
dues, as the one to which they wish 20 per cent of their dues to be paid. At the 
same time they may indicate membership in one of the following sections: Adult 
Education, Branch Librarians, Business and Technology, Lending, Large Public Li- 
braries, Order and Book Selection, Service Librarians (Army and Navy), and Small 
Public Libraries. Other sections will undoubtedly be organized later, for example, 
medium-sized public libraries. 








